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prose mouth, but its flow and fall will still be perceptible/'
We are afraid, there are duller readers in the world than Mr.

Southey is aware of.

*          *           *          #

The subject of this poem is almost as ill chosen as the diction ;
and the conduct of the fable as disorderly as the versification.
The corporation of magicians, that inhabit " the Domdaniel
caverns, under the roots of the ocean/' had discovered, that a
terrible destroyer was likely to rise up against them from the
seed of Hodeirah, a worthy Arab, with eight fine children.
Immediately the murder of all those innocents is resolved on ;
and a sturdy assassin sent with instructions to destroy the
whole family (as Mr. Southey has it) " root and branch."
The good man, accordingly, and seven of his children, are
dispatched ; but a cloud comes over the mother and the remain-
ing child ; and the poem opens with the picture of the widow
and her orphan wandering, by night, over the desarts of
Arabia. The old lady, indeed, might as well have fallen under
the dagger of the Domdanielite ; for she dies, without doing
anything for her child, in the end of the first book ; and little
Thalaba is left crying in the wilderness. Here he is picked
up by a good old Arab, who takes him home, and educates him
like a pious mussulman ; and he and the old man's daughter
fall in love with each other, according to the invariable custom
in all such cases. The magicians, in the meantime, are hunting
him over the face of the whole earth; and one of them gets
near enough to draw his dagger to stab him, when a providential
simoom lays him dead on the sand. From the dead sorcerer's
finger, Thalaba takes a ring, inscribed with some unintelligible
characters, wrhich he is enabled to interpret by the help of
some other unintelligible characters that he finds on the fore-
head of a locust; and soon after takes advantage of an eclipse
of the sun, to set out on his expedition against his father's
murderers, whom he understands (we do not very well know
how) he has been commissioned to exterminate. Though
they are thus seeking him, and he seeking them, it is amazing
what difficulty they find in meeting : they do meet, however,
every now and then, and many sore evils does the Destroyer
suffer at their hands. By faith and fortitude, however, and the
occasional assistance of the magic implements he strips them
of, he is enabled to baffle and elude their malice, till he is